F somebody called Pat While came

up o you and told you thal he, along,

could move a couple of lons ol ma-

chinery as far as you ke wilhoul ws-

img forklifl trucks, cranes of Roisis,
vou'd probably wonder exactly wimich in-
slitution he'd escaped from. Because al-
though Pat’s no wimp, he's not the In-
credible Hulk's brather eiher,

But Pat has something up his sleave,
and it's nol fiugé musclas, He has re-
cently designed a platform which func-
fions much like a fockhft fruck bul is a
fraction of the size and has four air cush-
ipns inslead of wheets on its undersede. 1
also costs around RS 900 instead of the
Re0 000 you'd need for a forklifi. The
platioom has labour benefits as well, as a
completely unskilled person can use il
with ease. Maintenance and renning
cosls ane almost nil

All you have 1o do to use the platform
is canrect it to an air compressor with a
length of flexible pipe, flick the air regu-
lation swilch and vodal the pads inflate,
Once they are fully milated, air escapes
from their spetially desgned sdes and
lifts the platiorn ol the grownd.

“Only by mécrons,” Ssays Pal, “"bul il's
enough to make pushing it — and a full
lpad — across a smooth foor exdramely
easy.”

Pal likens the effect to slhding some-
thing across ice. In wariows demonstra-
tons in several factones, he has proved
that one man can almost efforilessly
move a wo-1on load across the floor.

Unahle to obtain a loan to inance his
own company fo manufacture the plat-
forms, Pat discovered Aero-Go, a Johan-
nesburg-based company which makes
the air cushions he needed for his plat-
farms. He had thoughi the cushions werne
only available Iram overseas.

"My platiormn of wrigue, But i con-
cept of using ar cushions 1o move heawy
machinery and matenals has been
around in Amenca since 1967." says Pat,
“But | anly discowerad thas afer 1'd inwven-
ted the platform. It's a bit like an imanton
thal’s niot really an mvanbon but an adap-
tation of an idea ihat already exisis.”

Pat has already approached several of
South Alrica's biggest industrial compa-
nies with his concept and has been mel
with great inlerest by just aboul every-
body. “In Amenca, they use air or waler-
filked cushions to transport thousands of
fens worth of ships and machanery, Even
a section of a lootball stadium was mow-
ed lorward using almost 200 pads. | don't
know why we in South Africa haven't
made use of this lechnology.”

Recently, when a group ol people gol
together in Durban lo move a beautilul

Pat White gets a push on his air-cushioned
platform. “1 weigh 100 kilograms and you
can push me with ease,” he laughs. “My
platform carries up to two tons and can
slill be easily pushed by one man.”
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